March 15, 2020
The Glory of Our God
Growing Up as a Church (Part 2) Series

Text: 2 Corinthians 3:4-4:6

Review: 2 Corinthians 2:14-16 NLT

But thank God! He has made us his captives and continues
to lead us along in Christ’s triumphal procession. Now He uses us
to spread the knowledge of Christ everywhere, like a sweet
perfume. Our lives are a Christ-like fragrance rising up to God.
But this fragrance is perceived differently by those who are being
saved and by those who are perishing. To those who are perishing,
we are a dreadful smell of death and doom. But to those who are
being saved, we are a life-giving perfume. And who is adequate
for such a task as this?

Here believers are pictured as Christ’s prizes or trophies in His
ongoing battle with Satan; purchased possessions chosen to
be His ambassadors to the lost.

Christ-followers are a Christ-like fragrance to God, but because of
our message, we become a dreadful smell of death to the
lost and a life-giving perfume to the saved.

This brought Paul to a rhetorical question: Who is adequate for
such a task as this? Who is equal to God’s many callings
and expectations in His Word?

(Share Stedman, Authentic Christianity, p. 44-45)

This leads us right into our study this morning on the glory of God.
We’ll begin with His sufficient glory for ministry. Join me
in 2 Corinthians 3:4-6.

The Glory of Our God

I. Sufficient Glory from God for Ministry. 2 Corinthians 3:4-6

A. Man’s Inadequacy. v. Sa

Although man strives to convince himself otherwise, we are not an
end in ourselves nor do we control our destinies. God must
have a part in our equations. Romans 7:9-11

Paul was not sufficient, adequate in himself for the task at Corinth.

B. God’s Sufficiency. v. 5b
God desires to be our sufficiency — 1 Peter 4:10-11

C. Our Calling ~ To share the New Covenant with others.

V.6

Old Covenant

New Covenant

God’s agreement with Israel —
Obedience brought protection and
blessing.

God’s offer to all persons —
Salvation and blessings are given
through His Son Jesus.

Required repeated sacrifices.

Blood requirement satisfied once
and for all in Christ.
See Romans 8:3-4

Access to God only through a high
priest.

God’s children can draw near to
God because Jesus is their High
Priest (Hebrews) .

External regulations highlighted
disobedience.

Internal change of heart allows
for obedience.

Ends in death for the wages of sin
is death.

Offers life because Christ’s
sacrifice paid sin’s price.

Held man prisoner to the law.

Offers freedom from sin’s
bondage to follow God.

Intended to point people to their
spiritual need.

Invites people to receive God’s
remedy and adoption into His
family.

I1. Excellent Glory through the New Covenant.

2 Corinthians 3:7-11

A. The Old Covenant’s glory was ever fading.

Exodus 24:27-35

At the second giving of the Ten Command-

ments, Moses spent forty days and nights with the Lord.
Upon returning with the law, his face radiated with the
glory of God so he covered it with a veil.

Paul suggested the veil prevented the people from seeing a fading
glory and related it to the inadequacy of the old covenant.

B. The New Covenant’s benefits have permanence.
More glorious...exceeds much more in glory...glory that excels...

much more glorious.

It is not that the Law was bad. Its purpose had been served.
If the lesser of two things be true, how much more shall the

greater be true.




Paul used similar comparison when he wrote of death and life that
came through the two Adams (Romans 5:12-17)
Share TCBL, 2 Corinthians, p. 529, 3:8.

I11. Transforming Glory in the Believer’s Lives.
2 Corinthians 3:12-18

A. Blindness of the Israelites. v. 13-15

1. Not just their eyes, but also their minds.
Their minds became dull and callous; they were unable, perhaps
even unwilling, to understand.

2. The veil has persistence when it comes to the
Jews.
The passive form were blinded denotes the judicial blindness that
befell Israel when the nation rejected Christ.
Romans 11:7-8 — Their rejection has brought God to granting their
wish.
B. Unveiled Eyes of the Believer. v. 16-18
Reminded in my study this week that even the disciples’ eyes had
to be opened after the resurrection to fully
understand what had happened.

1. Jesus brought freedom from the curse of the Law.
Jesus fulfilled the law but did not negate it. He made it possible
for people to obey it.

2. As believers look to Christ with unhindered
vision, they are transformed into His image.
The believer himself reflects the glory of the Lord just as the face
of Moses reflected the glory of the Lord.
Unlike Moses’ glory which eventually faded, the believer is
actually changed into His image.

ESV note, p. 2227, 3:18 ~ The image of God includes every way in
which humans are like God, such as their moral character,
their true knowledge, their many God-given abilities, and
their dominion over creation, to be exercised with
dependence on God as the Creator and giver of all things.

So What? Reflections of God and His glory in all we do.
e Aswe minister to others.
e As we share the merits of the New Covenant instituted by
Jesus.
e As we look to Jesus in His Word and are transformed by
His Spirit into a reflection of Him.

1 John 3:1-3
If we have this hope of His return, we strive to live to be
more like Jesus every day.
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Questions to Ponder Through the Week
The Glory of Our God
Growing Up as a Church (Part 2) Series

1. Do you feel adequate for the task(s) God has called you to?
Which inadequacy do you struggle with the most? Why? Spend
time in prayer, asking God to forgive you if you have refused His
call and not trusted Him to supply what you lacked. Ask Him to
bolster your spirit to serve Him.

2. Read over the chart Pastor Kevin gave to you comparing the Old
and New Covenants. How was the Old Covenant limited in what it
could do for mankind? How does the New Covenant vastly
improve man’s prospects?

3. Moses’ face shown so brightly after meeting with God that the
Israelites could not look at him. The veil not only shielded their
eyes, but also hid the fact that this radiance faded over time. Why
would it fade? According to 2 Corinthians 3:7-11 what is so great
about the New Covenant?

4. Scripture shows that God gives people over to their own desires
if they reject Him and His ways long enough — He aids in the
hardening of their hearts. Do a brief study that proves or disproves
that statement.

5. What does it mean that mankind was created in God’s image
(Genesis 1:27)? What did Paul mean when he wrote we are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory (2
Corinthians 3:18)?

Sermon Topic for March 22:

Pots and Tents 2 Corinthians 4:1-5:8
Read next week’s Scripture text. Who opens the eyes of the lost?
Why do bad things happen to God’s children? Where do the saved
find their hope? Just as Jesus did, what will His children
experience? These are four big questions to ponder — see you next
Sunday.
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