
July/August 2020 

Communion 

We invite you to worship at the Lord’s Table 
on Sunday, July 19, during our morning     
service. Let us worship as we study this song: 
“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open     
  its seals; 
For you were slain, and have redeemed us to     
 God by Your blood 
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and 
 nation, 
And have made us kings and priests to our  
 God and we shall reign on the earth.” 

 July 15 at 10:00 A.M. We invite you 
to come share a meal and enjoy dominoes. 
Pastor Kevin will be serving Chicken Alfredo 
as the main entrée at noon.  
 August 5 - BBQ in Boney Park with 
our Apartment Friends. More information 
on this event will be forthcoming but circle 
the date on your calendars. 

J.O.Y. Time Activities  
Resume 

Jim and Deb Montague, Edie Welch, and Kevin and Joan Salsbury will serve as our delegates at 

this year’s virtual conference July 23-24. Because of the travel uncertainties, our conference lead-

ers moved this year’s annual conference online. If anyone else would like to listen in to the ses-

sions, contact Pastor Kevin  

FEC Virtual Conference DEEPER– July 23-24 

Sunday school classes have supported missionaries for years here at Comins Community but due 
to the governmental restrictions during the pandemic, we have not had our classes meet for 15 
weeks. Because of this, our regular giving to these missionaries has been interrupted. If you were 
one who regularly gave to this cause, please consider sending a check to your Sunday school 
teacher, made out to Comins Community Sunday School.   We will resume Sunday school on  
August 2. 

Giving  Concerns 



 On July 5 Pastor Kevin will be sharing some thoughts concerning being a Christ follower in 
today’s United States. When we have a government that is so deeply divided, who do we look to 
as our authority? Who can we look to for protection in our present state of disorder, protests, and 
destructive riots? Although the racial upheaval is felt more harshly in urban areas than our place 
in this world, does God call us to respond? There’s no way PK will cover these in one sermon but 
come find out where the Spirit has led him.  
 On June 12 Pastor Kevin will forge into a new series from the book of the Revelation of Je-
sus Christ. We will be studying chapters 4-22. Revelation 1:7 reads, “Behold, Jesus is coming with 
clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn because of him. Even so, Amen.” We’ll find both good news and horrible news in this 
study…that’s why many choose to ignore the last book of the Bible. Let’s not be guilty of that! 
Don’t miss a week of this study. 

Don’t forget ~ if you have to miss a Sunday, you won’t have to lose out on that Sunday’s 
message. All sermons are available on our webpage – www.comins.weebly.com. You will even 
find Pastor Kevin’s notes there if you would like to follow along. 

Sunday Morning Samplings 

 We have less than 20% of the Bible to read in order to finish the Bible by December 31, 
2020 – that’s only 220 chapters, many of them prophetic in nature. Pastor Kevin is already look-
ing to 2021 where we will return reading the long story of the Bible in only fourteen books, still 
reading approximately one chapter each day. 
 In July, 2020, we continue our reading in Jeremiah, hearing the prophet call the rebellious 
and idolatrous Jews back to their God. Most of his words were rejected by God’s children and the 
Babylonians were used to chastise their hardened hearts. We will also read Hebrews into the 
month of August. This book is a wonderful doctrinal treatise on our Great High Priest, Jesus. 
 Be faithful to the end. Remember God’s promise: “So shall My word be that goes forth 
from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”   

Feasting on Every Word in the Bible 

Attila & Tamara Szogedi  The Szogedis have been here in the States for several 
months weathering the pandemic with the rest of us, but their absence from Hungary hasn’t 
slowed the work there. The church in Vecses found a property worth remodeling for a church so 
that search has ended but the work has not. The church in Peteri is planning a summer children’s 
camp near the end of August. Attila and Tamara will be updating us in person on June 28. 
 

Josh Montague  Josh will be giving an update on his ministry with Training Leaders 

Int’l on Sunday, July 12. Although COVID-19 put a sudden stop to international travel, TLI has 

been rolling with the punches as we all have to keep ministry going. Come find out how  they 

have chosen to meet the challenges. 

Missionary Updates 

http://www.comins.weebly.com


July:  Women in Mission will resume their monthly work-bees on Thursday, July 9, from 9:30 
A.M. to 3:00 P.M. They will enjoy a carry-in meal around noon and will quilt and tie to their 
heart’s content. They will also meet on Monday, July 20 – some will quilt, others will work on 
items for MCC, everyone will have a good time. 
 We will have an Iron Men’s Breakfast on July 18 at 7:30 A.M. Pastor Kevin will try to get 
his cooking skills honed for a fine breakfast. 
 J.O.Y. Time will meet once for dominoes and a shared meal on July 15 at 10 A.M. 
August:  Sunday school classes will meet at 9:45 A.M. beginning August 2. The Berean class 
may be meeting in the lower level of the Mission House depending on social distancing protocol 
in our main building at that time. 
 We also hope to have a Fellowship Meal on August 2 but will have to make that call closer 
to the date. Watch your weekly bulletin for updates. 
 The Ladies’ Café will also resume on August 8 at 9:00 A.M. Ladies and girls, bring some 
breakfast delights and enjoy the fellowship! 

Reconvening Plans 

Northern Michigan Relief Sale “ Online” Auction 

The Northern Michigan Relief Sale is going online this year due to COVID-19.  With needs in-
creasing due to our world's affairs and MCC sales across North America being cancelled, we 
want to still support MCC. Instead of the in-person auction and all the other activities that take 
place, NMRS will have an online auction that will run from Monday, July 13 - Saturday, August 
1. Watch our weekly bulletin for directions on bidding. 

Deadline for September/October Newsletter 

Please submit articles of interest and calendar dates to the church office by August 25 for the 
September/October newsletter. Book reviews, movie reviews, recipes, poems and/or short 
stories, and event information add interest to “Strivings.” Thank you for your input.  



It seems we have all been praying… 

 “Father, please end this Corona virus, and put an end to the suffering and upheaval of peace.”  

Anarchy now reigns in angry and agitated hearts bent on degradation. 

The questions remain, “If He exists, is He worthy of my trust? Can I believe that God really answers prayer?” 

“Am I ready to boldly defend the integrity of my Lord, and consistently live like I believe it?” 
  

In the April edition of Strivings, we began looking at some excerpts from Dr. John Barnett’s book, Discipline Yourself for Godliness*. 

In it, he advises that while waiting for God to answer prayer, we all examine our own prayer lives. We could easily have slipped into 

one of more of the ten “ROADBLOCKS” that he clearly identifies. It’s time to look at #6 through #10 — 
 

6. Prayers that Lack Self-Denial 
We live in a very consumptive society, one in which everybody is preoccupied with self-need and self-fulfillment. The Lord says if 

you get tainted by that selfishness, He can’t hear because you are so “full of yourself.” 
 

Matthew 6:33     “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and (THEN) all these things shall be added to you.” 
 
7. Prayers that Are Out of God’s Will 
To pray and never once say the name of Jesus is “nameless praying.” Jesus said we are to ask in His name. When we pray in His 

name, we are saying to God, “I am coming to You in the Person and the Character of Jesus, God the Son.” 
 

John 14:13-14     “… Whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything 
  in My name, I will do it.” 

 
8. Prayers from a Heart of Untoppled Idols 
There are people who want security, money, power, pleasure, entertainment, or recognition so much it is all they think about. An 

idol is whatever captivates you. If you let anyone or anything capture your attention more than God, this will prevent your 
prayers from getting through.  

 

Ezekiel 14:3     “… These men have set up their idols in their hearts, and put before them that which causes them to stumble into 
 iniquity. Should I let Myself be inquired of by them?” 

 
9. Prayers from an Unharmonious Marriage 
In today’s society, so many marriages are in trouble, and the Apostle Peter had a lot to say about how this affects a couple’s prayer 

life… the Word of God and prayer are basic to a happy, holy home.  
 

I Peter 3:7-9     “... Husbands, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as  
                     being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered. Finally, all of you be of one mind,  
                     having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous, not returning evil for evil     
   or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a 

 blessing..” 
 
10. Prayers from a Heart of Unconfessed Sin 
Without regularly confessing your sins, allowing God through the conviction of His Word and the work of His Spirit to make you 

agree with Him about your sins (1 John 1:9), He will not hear your prayers.  
 

Psalm 66:18, Isaiah 59:1-2     “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear. … Behold the LORD’s hand is not shortened, 
          that I cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you 
          from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.” 

 
From John’s closing prayer at the end of the chapter:   
 

“We will miss the greatest blessings in life if we live in our own strength. May Your Holy Spirit teach us to make the time and place 

to pray specifically for and with individuals – to pray continuously throughout the day as well as systematically in private. Lord, how 

we look forward to the day around Your throne when we rise and bow in worship of You – when our eyes catch the answers to our 

prayers one after another.  Help us discipline ourselves to pray like Jesus prayed, to do as Jesus did, that in all things we might be 

pleasing to you, oh Father. In the name of Jesus I pray. Amen.” 
 

*For more about Pastor John or to order this book or other resources, check out his website: discoverthebook.org. 

… Always be ready to give a defense .. for the hope that is in you    1 Peter 3:15 

Part Two 



July 2020 

SUN  MON  TUE  W ED  TH U  FRI  SA T  
   1 Judy Glandon 2 Bill Porritt    

       93 Years!       

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fireworks - Dusk 

Skyline Event Ctr 

4 

 

Independence 

Day 

 

Comins Parade & 

          Picnic 

5 Noah Kamper 

   Ryan VanZant 

 

 

 

 

 

Lyle & Gladys 

 Klein  57 Years! 

6 Jaydin Glandon 

 

 

 

 

 

SLB Meeting 

6:30 pm @ Bob’s 

 

7 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John & Linda 

Esch 

9 

Women in                                   

Mission 

9:30-3:00 pm 

10 11 Helen Dew       

       85 Years! 

 

12 

Josh Montague 

Update 

13 14 

 

 

Church Board 

7:00 pm 

 

Sam & Linda Dice 

15 

J.O.Y. Time 

Dominoes & 

Lunch  10:00 am 

16  Jon Ford 17  Julie Karshina 18 

Iron Men’s 

Breakfast   

7:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

Communion 

20 

Women’s Sewing 

9:30 am 

21 Ray Poellet 

   Deb Montague 

22 23 24 

 

 

 

 

Kevin & Joan 

Salsbury 

25 Mark Lemmer 

    Nathan Alchin 

26 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26  Lidia Szogedi 

 

 

 

 

Jay & Judy  

   Glandon 

29 30 31 Ron Shaw          

  Simeon Linsley 

 

----------------------------Relief Sale Online Auction------------------------------- 

-------------------------- Relief Sale Online Auction ------------------------------- 
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FEC “Virtual” Annual  Mtg 



August 2020 
SUN  MON  TUE  W ED  TH U  FRI  SA T  
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2 Nancy Bugg 

 

Sunday School 

resumes  9:45 am 
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SLB Mtg @ Bob’s 

6:30 pm 

4 5 Bridgette  
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J.O.Y. Time BBQ 

@ Boney Park 
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Taylor 53 Years! 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

Bruce & Kris 
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Ladies’ Café 
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       81 Years! 
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14 

 

 

 

 

Nick & Lacey 

Sposato 

15 

16  Elsie Bixel  

       91 Years! 

Richard Dew 
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Norma Jean     

Ware  92 Years! 

Women’s Sewing 

9:30 am 
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21 22 
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pm 

23 24 25 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

26 27  David Batavia     

  

28 29 Joe Stone 

30 31      


